p53 and mdm2 expression in colorectal carcinoma: a correlative analysis with clinical staging and histological parameters.
Colorectal carcinoma (CRC) is rare in the Indian subcontinent. The two-hit carcinogenic theory has been well established from the turn of this century, in which p53 is described as a late marker in colorectal carcinogenesis, and murine double minute 2 (mdm2) has not yet been correlated with colorectal carcinoma. With the recent introduction of anti-mdm2 oligonucleotides, it is apparent that if its role can be established in colorectal carcinogenesis, the DNA conservation of the wild p53 strain would be achieved therapeutically because mdm2 conserves the wild p53 strain. We studied 32 cases with adequate number of controls and found a positive correlation (P = .001) between these proteins. These proteins were expressed in tumor adjacent to the hyperplastic mucosa, dysplastic mucosa, and aberrant crypt foci, unlike in studies in the West. The expression of these proteins was correlated with aggressive tumor behavior. All these indicate significant diagnostic, therapeutic, and prognostic roles for these proteins.